
NYS GIS State Agency Advisory Group 
January 12, 2016 

 
The meeting was held at the NYS Thruway Authority in Albany. 

 
Welcome/Roundtable Discussion of “Bring Your Own De vice” Mapping. The attendees went 
around the room, introduced themselves, and discussed whether Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) 
policies were being used at their agencies for purposes of mapping, GIS, and data collection: 
 
• Eric Herman – NYSTA:   The Authority does not currently have a policy on BYOD; Nothing is 

being formally collected with personal devices, though the GIS unit has tested a handful of 
non-sensitive data with applications such as ArcGIS Collector on personal devices 

• John Barge – APA : No policy on BYOD; Have experimented with ArcGIS Collector; Some 
staff use devices to assist in field collection 

• Todd Nelson – ITS (NYSP):  No use/policy or field work 
• Anyee Willows – NYSTA:   See comments from Eric 
• Tim Ruhren – ITS (GPO):  Unaware of any policy; Have done testing with terrain navigation 
• Gwen LaSelva – DOH:  Not aware of people using their own hardware, but other departments 

may; Policies would require ability to erase entire phone; Noted that ITS has requirements to 
permit erasing devices for email; Joe mentioned that “MobileIron” can be used to erase 
phones remotely 

• Rebecca Newell – DOS:  Unaware of BYOD policy/use; Next phase of Gateway would include 
crowd-sourced mobile collection; Fountains has held information sessions on mobile apps and 
some of the alternatives looked good: TerraFlex, TerraGo Edge, ArcGIS Collector & GeoJot   

• Christina Croll – ITS (Parks): Pathfinder Office & TerraSync are used, but not on personal 
devices; SHPO is using TerraFlex and wants customization; No formal policy on BYOD; Have 
used PDF Maps for custom maps in field, which anyone can use and has access to  

• Peter Lauridsen – DOS: Same as Rebecca 
• Dan O’Brien – DHSES (OEM): Not much info/awareness of other DHSES offices; May be 

use in damage assessment 
• John Fox – ITS (OCFS):  No known policy (any use in field is unofficial) 
• Katherine Barnes – DEC:  Unknown; Many DEC devices have been sent to regions 
• Susan Knauss – DOT: BYOD is a nonstarter as most users in residencies wouldn’t have their 

own device; KML files are often shared, and some may use these files on their own devices; 
Trimble (GeoXT) devices in the field; Set up your own schema is very useful – should be 
standardized statewide; Possible use for Road Status Damage Assessment in emergencies; 
Some equipment used just for emergencies; Standardized schema for day to day useful for 
small municipalities 

• Henry Kovacs – ITS (TED ): Unware of any BYOD policy (firewall would prevent it); Tried free 
app several years ago for geotagged images; Susan mentioned  that geotags got stripped 

• Joe Lasch – ITS (EEC): BYOD policy at DPS mostly pertain to Office 365/email – more 
people are getting state-issued phones and using ArcGIS Collector 

• Tim Daly – ITS (EEC):  No known BYOD at DEC; Forest Health program is using agency-
purchased devices (same hardware as personal devices) with Locus Pro 

• Sean O’Keefe – ITS (EEC): Locus Pro is an Android-only paid app that can load MapQuest 
data & get Google Maps and Esri tiles off Google Map store; Free version is also good;  Also 
using Google App Engine to build interface 

• Maurico Roma – OAG:  No use of BYOD in org; Using LiDAR very successfully; Use GPS to 
map area boundaries – high positional accuracy  



• Douglas Heim – OTDA:   No use of BYOD 
• Nick Mezzadonna – OTDA:  Same as above 
• Bob Gehrer – ITS (GPO):  Not involved in any field data collection or aware of any policy 
• Beth Nolan – ITS (GPO):  Same as above 
• Frank Winters – ITS (GPO):  Nothing further 
   
 
Orthoimagery/Elevation Program Status Update.  Tim Ruhren gave an update of the 
Orthoimagery Program.  The 2015 program covers Central NY, and review of all counties is 
almost complete.  Most are already distributed to the counties, but are not yet on Clearinghouse.  
2016 imagery will cover the western part of the Southern Tier, Catskills and Lower Hudson 
Valley, Long Island, and NYC.  The new standard is for 1’ resolution imagery with +/-4’ positional 
accuracy.  However, the entire southeastern part of the state (through a partnership with 
NYCDEP) will be 6” resolution.   
 
Tim also discussed elevation data. The coverage map has been updated to reflect the new DEMs 
from the federal government for Dutchess, Ulster, and Orange Counties.  DEMs can be 
downloaded from the Clearinghouse, or provided directly as bulk deliveries.  (After the meeting, 
Tim provided information that the DEM indexes are available as an ArcGIS web map service at: 
http://www.orthos.dhses.ny.gov/arcgis/rest/services/dem_indexes/MapServer). LiDAR coverage 
maps were also updated, showing current areas in progress.  0.7m spacing is the new LiDAR 
standard.   
 
 
County Tax Parcel Web Services.  Bob Gehrer then discussed parcel data.  The GPO has 
parcel polygons for all counties, and last week, published 3 web services for parcels.  All services 
are at: http://gisservices.dhses.ny.gov/arcgis/rest/services and begin with the prefix 
“NYS_Tax_Parcels”.  Two of the services are for the 12 counties that currently allow their data to 
be accessed publically (one shows the parcel data, the other is the footprints of these counties).  
So far, 53 counties have permitted access to their parcel data for state agencies, and Bob’s group 
is working on providing an authenticated service to state agencies to access this data.  Beth 
mentioned that ITS is looking at single sign-on services for state agencies. The third service 
shows state-owned properties. Bob mentioned that they are starting to look at potentially 
including state-owned rights-of-way into these state property files.  
 
 
Other GIS Program Office Initiatives.  Frank discussed several of the projects that are going on 
at the GPO.  The publically available version of the state streets file has not included address and 
routing attributes, due to licensing restrictions.  However, the GPO is working with the attribute 
owner (HERE, formerly Nokia), who is interested in working with the state to obtain new street 
updates.  These discussions are expected to result in lifting the existing data sharing restrictions 
for the full streets product. 
 
Frank also mentioned filling new positions at the GPO, as they stand up their Core Services 
group. Beth Nolan recently officially started working for the group, and Steve Schoenhaus will be 
starting in a few days.  A new hire from outside NYS government is also starting soon.  
 
“NY Responds” will be the initial application supported in the new ShareGIS architecture that the 
Core Services Team will be building.  Emergency requests from counties will be handled through 
this interface (rebranded from BCG’s DLAN interface), with a GIS common operating picture 



(COP) viewer pulling data from the GIS repository.  Automated Vehicle Location (AVL) has 
already been included, using the Esri GeoEvent Processor.   
 
 
Open Forum/Notable Events & Projects   
• Several people started offering up some tips for rapidly deploying applications or map images 

during emergencies.  The group agreed that offering a quick tips session at the next meeting 
would be a very useful/practical idea.      
 

• Eric discussed his recent work on a new multi-agency Computer-Aided Dispatch system, 
which was recently contracted for with the NYS Police, NYSTA, ITS, and DOT.  The project 
will kick off in a couple of weeks. 

 
• John Fox noted that he is providing 3-hour long training classes for the CIRIS application.  He 

will offer these monthly, so people should contact him, if interested. 
 

• Bob mentioned that if any agencies are interested in procuring parcel data from counties, to 
please contact him first.  He has been very actively involved with the counties, and would like 
to maintain the single point of contact for the state to reduce the burden on the counties, and 
avoid redundancy between state agencies. 

 
• John Barge talked about the APA’s grant for climate change and wetland management, aided 

by citizen scientists using the Fulcrum app for mobile data collection.  He also talked about 
mapping Adirondack zones as aggregations of parcels to develop administrative boundaries. 

 
• Susan mentioned that she is working with John MacDonald at the Thruway Authority on a 

class for PDH credits for engineers, related to surveying and mapping.  This will be held 
during National Engineers Week, at the end of February, for the NYS Society of Professional 
Engineers. 

 
Developing a Thruway Authority/Canal Corporation Fl ood Warning System.  Eric wrapped 
up the meeting with an overview of the Thruway Authority/Canal Corporation’s work on 
development of a new Flood Warning Operations System (FWOS).  This will use new models and 
data to improve flood prediction and management in the wake of floods from several major 
storms over the past few years.  The system is being built through a contract with Riverside 
Technologies, and will include a customized internal application for monitoring water levels, and 
an external application built on Google Maps, to identify conditions to the public, and emergency 
responders.  It will also feed data layers into NY Responds, during flood events.  
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
 
 
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for April  12, 2016 from 9:30am-12:00pm at the 
NY State Thruway Authority Offices.  If you have an y ideas for topics or would like to 
provide a demonstration at this meeting, please let  us know.  Any questions or concerns 
about any of these issues can be sent to the Adviso ry Group Chair, Eric Herman at the 
NYS Thruway Authority (518) 471-5890, or eric.herman@thruway.ny.gov . 


